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Agenda

- UFI & Sustainability

- Elements of context

- It’s happening!
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UFI, The Global Association of the 

Exhibition Industry 
Membership
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UFI actions in Sustainability 

❑ Promotion / Information / Network

▪ Assess the situation, raise awareness, provide general guidance

▪ Identify and share best practices

▪ Educate

▪ Facilitate implementation at global scale
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For more, go to www.ufi.org/research

Global Economic Impact of Exhibitions: World

Source: UFI/Oxford Economics, 2019

STATE OF MARKET DIRECT IMPACTS TOTAL IMPACTS

4.8 million
Exhibiting companies

147 million
Square meters of booth

353 million
Visitors

126 billion €

($ 141 billion)
in direct spending 

(business sales)
representing spending to plan and produce exhibitions, 

exhibitions-related travel, and other direct spending, such as 
spending by visitors and exhibitors

74 billion € 

($ 82 billion)
in direct GDP
(gross domestic product)

1.4 million
Jobs

Directly supported 
by exhibitions

Produces

299 billion €

($ 334 billion)
in total output (business sales)
including direct, indirect, and induced output

179 billion €

($ 201 billion)
in total GDP

Incl. direct, indirect and induced GDP impacts

3.4 million
Total Jobs
directly and indirectly 

supported by exhibitions

62,900 € ($ 70,400) 
of total impact per 

exhibiting company

7,500 € ($ 8,400)
total impact per sqm of 

venue gross indoor 

exhibition space 

Indirect

& Induced

Impacts
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Exhibitions contribute to the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals

In Sept 2015, all 193 Member States of the United Nations adopted a 

plan for achieving a better future for all — laying out a path over the next 

15 years to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and injustice, and 

protect our planet. At the heart of “Agenda 2030” are the 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) which clearly define the world we want —

applying to all nations and leaving no one behind”.

(Source: UN Global Compact)

UFI released reports in 2019 and 2020. The whole concept was also shared for use 

by the Joint Meetings Industry Council, to expand the compilation to other segments 

of the event industry.
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Exhibitions contribute to the UNSDGs 

▪ Key results: all 17 SDGs featured, and 5 leading areas of best practices identified
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Learn from best practices 
UFI Award programme, initiated more than 10 years ago, and UFI Working 

Group Activity report

• Strategy (2012)

• Reporting (2013)

• Innovative environmental initiative (2013)

• Measurement tool for effective results (2014)

• Innovative cost-saving in the value chain (2015)

• Actions to engage participants (2016)

• Destination approach (2017)

• Sustainable exhibiting (2018)

• Communication (2019)

• Waste Management (2020)

• Partnership for Sustainability in and after Covid-19 time (2021)

• Carbon Emission Reduction (2022)

• Best engagement program for stakeholders (2023)

13
themes
covered 

so far
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A game changer: the “Net Zero Carbon 

Events” initiative

Background and current status

▪ Globally, there is an urgent need to accelerate the transition towards global net-zero emissions and the 

events industry can and should play its part in helping to deliver the goals of the Paris Agreement

▪ The Net Zero Carbon Initiative was setup mid 2021 with this objective and it is supported by UNFCCC

▪ It is open to all organizations involved in events and they can join the initiative at any time

▪ Registration is free of charge (but all supporters are invited to contribute financially)

▪ The project is currently in phase 3 (Workstreams to deliver on the Roadmap), after successfully 

delivering phase 1 (Pledge) at COP 26 and phase 2 (Roadmap) at COP 27.

▪ UFI ran the project office of the initiative for phases 1 and 2, now fully transferred to JMIC (The Joint 

Meetings Industry Council) who hosts the initiative.

▪ This initiative is unique in its reach and inclusivity.
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Current financial contributors
• To allow for a ‘fair share’ distribution of the financial needs among the 

supporters, four levels of financial support have been developed.

10

PLATINUM LEVEL

GOLD LEVEL

SILVER LEVEL

GREEN LEVEL
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Applicable and adaptable by individual 

companies across the industry.

Recognition that organisations operate in 

different contexts, with varying levels of 

resource and local infrastructure, so flexibility 

in terms of approaches and timelines is built in 

through equity principles.

A focus on event operators –

organisers, venues and service providers 

– with support for other stakeholders to be 

developed in the future.

Primary aim is to decarbonise the 

in-person element of events, rather

than propose digital or hybrid events

as a solution.

The Roadmap sets out a common framework for 
stakeholders to make their net zero journey together.
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Because systemic 
change is needed in 
order for Net Zero to be 
achieved.

• The events industry is made up of a 
complex network of stakeholders and a 
deep supply chain, all of whom will need 
to work to reduce their emissions in order 
for the industry to achieve Net Zero.

• In order for real change to happen 
collaboration will be needed. It will not be 
sufficient for a single organisation or 
group of organisations, or events, to take 
steps to decarbonise.

• A rethink in how events are planned, 
designed and delivered across the whole 
system will be required.
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The Net Zero Carbon Events 
initiative is the events industry’s 
global campaign to achieve net zero 
carbon by 2050 at the latest.

The Net Zero Carbon Events Pledge Signatories commit to the 
following four actions:
▪ Before the end of 2023, publish the organisation’s pathway to 

achieve net zero by 2050 at the latest, with an interim target 
in line with the Paris Agreement’s requirement to reduce 
global GHG emissions by 50% by 2030.

▪ Collaborate with partners, suppliers and customers to drive 
change across the value chain.

▪ Measure and track our Scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG emissions 
according to industry best practice.

▪ Report on progress at least every two years.

“By working together the full 

force of the events industry 

can highlight not only the 

benefits it brings to the 

world, but also the support 

which may be needed to 

make the required changes 

in order to achieve Net 

Zero.”

Launched in August 2021, now 

with over 520 supporting

organisations

from 55 countries

Out of that, 303 operators have 

already signed the Net Zero 

Carbon Events Pledge.
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Workstreams

Power events efficiently 

with clean, renewable 

energy

Source food sustainably, 

and eliminate food waste

3 are transversal

VENUE ENERGY PRODUCTION AND 

WASTE

FOOD AND FOOD 

WASTE

LOGISTICS TRAVEL AND 

ACCOMODATION

Offsetting hierarchy approach into an industry-

wide strategy which results in the combined 

impact of events industry offsetting to be 

measured and communicated

Progress made at supporter and industry levels 

(action plan in place, baseline year selected, progress 

made in action areas, collaborative initiatives engaged 

in, best practices) 

MEASUREMENT CARBON OFFSETTING REPORTING

5 refer to the priority action areas

Redesign events to utilise

sustainable materials and 

be waste free

Move goods and 

equipment efficiently and 

transition to zero 

emissions logistics 

Work with and influence 

partners in the travel 

sector to reduce and 

mitigate the emissions of 

travel to events 

Standard methodologies, metrics, and industry 

coefficients for measuring the carbon footprint of 

events
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Activities for 2023 – Phase 3

• Presentation of 
deliverables

• Publication of 
signatories’ 
pathways to net 
zero by 2050

• Beginning of 
Phase 4

February-

April

October - November

COP 28 -

December

June

July - August
May

• Reporting cycle for 
NZCE signatories

• Analysis of data

September

• Collection and finalisation of best 
practice examples

• Call for data (see slide 12)
• Survey about offsetting actions 

(see slide 14)

• Analysis of reporting

• Continuous update of best 
practice examples

• Final review of 
deliverables 
(including 
methodology and 
other guidance 
documents)

• Analysis of reporting

• 2nd Webinar
• Beginning of reporting 

cycle for NZCE 
signatories

• Release of best practice 
examples

Phase 4

May – December: continuous progress in individual workstreams
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Get in touch with NZCE & Find resources

Access the NZCE 

resources page

Get in touch with 

us:
info@netzerocarbonevents.org
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Questions?

www.ufi.org & www.ufi.org/susdev

sustainability@ufi.org

http://www.ufi.org/susdev
http://www.ufi.org/susdev
mailto:sustainability@ufi.org

